'SACREDNESS VERSUS ‘SIN’ 


‘What is wrong with us today? The 
Aislocation of our societies (refering 
perticularly to our “Westen” society) 
Is obvious in every situation and walk 
fife “The times arent ffoint, and 
‘if famlot saw “something rotten inthe 
‘ate of Denmark", he would probably 
have been horrified by the present state 
‘ofaffnrs.Itseemsto me that there is 
fundamental error, a basic eause of 
current chaos in our ways of thinking 
‘and acting. {shall tryin this atile to 
suggest what has gene wrong, 

"think dt we started to go ofthe 
‘mils. along time ago. A base attitude 
or philosophy’ appears ta have token 
‘ver at some point that resulted in & 
lows of respect so the phyzial world: 
the idea of dominance in place of par- 
ticipation alos oF balenee, tolersnce 
and unity; ilureto see the immanence 
ofthe Divine inthe Al, and a terrible 
dichotomy in place oF sense of whole- 
ness. All these ean be traced to the 
‘gradual replacement af ane set of 
aythic images by another 
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* mythic ages implicitly govern a culture," 
(Proce to The Myth ofthe Gdkess by Baring & Cashtord) 


“With the splitng ofthe atom everything has changed save cur mode of 
‘thinking ond tas we drift towards wrparalleled disaster" (Albert Einstein) 


‘would not wish the following remarks 
to be interpreted as an attack on any~ 
Cne's belie: should surely be poss 
ble toreiain the best essential tents of 
faith while disearding afew catwoen 
and dangerous - ideas. It would be 
‘soumter-prxhtive, to sty the Teast, to 
‘throw out the precious baby with the 
dirty tathwater. The problom oF the 
andementalis, however, is insistence 
‘on the invilability of Hey Writ, with 
the retention of every word of sacred 
‘writings snow transi ited translated 
and reinterpret tous ey. ifthe 
proceeded directly from the Divine 
‘ithout the intervention of multitude 
‘of scribes. | might a that even if the 
hhumble serites were all completely 
‘ait and alles in their task, we 
‘woul sil have to reckon wth the hide 
‘den agendas ofall the high priests and 
posi. 

One findamental dea that forms 3 
part of the current st mythic images 
relates ithe Fal’ and the concept of 


sin Inerent inthis complex i the | dominate it Emphasis is Ind on the 
insinteice on beet and abudience as | duty ofhumanity to “name" all theres 
‘posed to the very human tendency | of eration and govern it using it as 
{0 experiment, to experience, to be | something inferic. 
‘rious and io this or knowledge. To | An examination of many so-called 
tecome completly human and fall | primitive” caltures shows that such a 
, it was necessary to | philosophy i totally opposed to the 
develop selawarenes, thought and | view of themselves as part of thet 
‘reasoning, This inevitably led to an | environment, and to thei consequent 
abandonment at the bissfol animal | respec or cand its other inhabitants, 
sistenes in the Garden for life of | This atte is basic to their systems 
peioful experiance and knowledge: | of belief and he concep of thenelves 
‘Unfortunately, this ted to the concept | as part ofthe All. Religion in such » 


of Origine Sin, which in urn involves, ) culture i allpeevasive, ad forms a 
not only the ides of sinfuness being | part of every thought end action, Thus 
inherent in us, but of unspivtuality in | some form of peeyer oF invocation 
thematrial word. Asarssult, wearo | acsompasies the killing of un amet 
‘hus infused with a sense of gileand | for food, the sowing of seed, the 
st the same time tld to regard our | gathering of ers othe felling of 2 
‘terial world as in some way evi.To | tee, In fac, the whole of life, the 
become more spritu, we have thus | envieonment everything i this seen 
em taught so shun mater as sacred, and the ioe af natural 


funetlons as belog in any Way sins 
‘eal alien 

“Another concept that has led to 
ioerunes and arending ofthe fate 
of society may be surnied up in the 
‘rd excinsivenes Stating eth 
the idea of the Divine asa ‘ealous 
God’ the fitful areexboried io shun 
‘other gods, This clearly leads 10 
intolerance of other fits, utimetely 
fo the selBentradictry holy” war 
1ginstthe infidel. Meanwhile terial 
faith glories nits ersadesngainst the 
ter se of nif. Nowadays, of 
course, we are much more mixed up, 
and rather han embarking for foreign 
climes to “spread the flth’, we can 
‘Simply make war on aur neighbours 
The problem is exacerbated by the 
schisms chet divide one soct of @ 
refion or anther, one chute from 
nother, Ths each set regards ise 
tsa.cheven people who wil be saved” 
‘while the rest of humanity consigned 
{a eternal daination, (Fen ve could 
follow our own paths while leaving 
‘thers to pursue thees, we ould al 
Find ourselves eventually on the same 
‘mountaintop. IC's a big mountain, so 
there should be room forall! 

1 scoms to me that i is 9 sie 
Inistake to cling to the “habit of 
thinking in. oppositions generally". 
Instead of being regarded as two 
aspects ofthe same thing, Night and 
Day, Male and Female, Yin and Yang 
‘re soon 8 in opposition, as if a war 
rather than beng the Ewe sides ofthe 
same coin, Just as Yin and Yang are 
portrayed us containing the sed of eat 
‘ther, day follows night ax might 

ight and dirk exis only 


because of each her, and the female 
Includes clomentscfthe male end vice 
versa. The Universe i part of the 
Divine. ust asthe Divine pervades all 
of i, Instead of sing the essential 
relationships, ee tend to dwell on 
Aifrences, 

has been shown that the two 
‘hemispheres of ench hsman brain have 
‘complementary functions. Thee reflect 
carrepending finelions ofthe eng, 
‘whieh should normaly be in balance, 
‘Our elare tends a sncourage logit 
‘thought at the expense ofntiton and 
imagination, science und maths atthe 
expense of the arts, and a lack of 
balance ensues, 

‘This means that two essential 
spouts ofthe human mind are gat of 
sceoed with each ater [may seem 3 
loco claim that myth images ae so 
Important to all areas of human 
experience, but the discoveries of 
Depth Psychology have shawn how 
radically we are influenced and 
motivated by impulses below the 
‘threshold ofcanscionsn2s, bo n ou 
personal and in cur collective life as 
‘members ofthe hua race, The Mth 
of the Goddess, by Baring & 
CCashfor) Thus, part ofthe big mistake 
‘ef the general word view isin seeing 
‘he physia! yorld asthe enemy ofthe 
spirit and as something to be 
onnated end exploited ether than 
‘embraced, Joved and revere. stead 
‘ofrebelling agains the pysial world, 
‘the spetually-minded should seit a5 
an cnentl part ofthe Divine rene. 
Once we see its sacredness, wholeness 
snd ity With he Divine, eying 
should fal ino place 


